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Our mission is to support people with disabilities and their families.
www.fultoncountyoh.com/board_dd

From our Superintendent
This annual report is our opportunity to share with you what the past year
looked like for the Fulton County Board of Developmental Disabilities. How
we fulfilled our mission “to support people with disabilities and their families”.
And while 2021, like 2020, was not a typical year, we still have much to share
with the county about how we supported people.
I would first like to express my sincere condolences to those of you have
lost a loved one during this time of COVID. Even those losses that not due to
COVID were impacted by the various precautions in place as you went
through this difficult time. And I also want to acknowledge caregivers for
going above and beyond to provide support over these past couple of years.
We know it has not been easy.
But we saw positives during this time as well. The number of people we
serve who retained employment or took new jobs was significant. We saw a
35% increase in those employed from 2020! Our use of technology continued
to increase, also having a large impact. From providing services to early
intervention families when being together was not an option, to hosting
meetings allowing for greater attendance from those when travel might not
have been an option, to an increase in the use of technology to provide
supports to individuals served.
As l thought about the past year, I reflected on how we supported people
with disabilities and their families in our community. I realized in all cases, it
was about the relationships that we have. Being with families at the
beginning of life with early intervention as well as providing support at the
end of life. Embracing our relationships with providers and community
partners to make a difference. And working as a team be there when we are
needed.

Remember,
we all struggle,
every one of us.
That’s why it’s a
comfort to go
hand in hand.
-Emily Kimbrough

Beth Friess

Beth Friess
Superintendent

2021 Board Members
The Board is comprised of seven
volunteer members. Five Board
members are appointed by the
Fulton County Commissioners and
two are appointed by the county’s
Probate Court Judge.

Adam Cook

Mike Oricko, President

Sam Denn

Scott Anderson, Vice President

Larry Restivo

Lynlee Reinking, Secretary

Britney Ward

Early Intervention
The Fulton County Board of Developmental Disabilities Early
Intervention (EI) program supports parents and caregivers in their
efforts to enhance the development of their infant or toddler who has
delays or developmental disabilities.
Services are provided by a team of EI professionals that coach and
support the family to enhance their child’s development during
everyday activities. Our EI team includes service coordinators, a
physical therapist, an occupational therapist, a speech language
pathologist and developmental specialists.

30 GRADUATED to
Preschool Services
28 COMPLETED the
Program at Age 3 or
Before

In 2021:

117 Referrals Received

102 Children Exited EI For:

120 Children Received Services

12 MOVED Out of Fulton
County
32 NO LONGER
In Need of Services

Meet Hannah

With a smile that brings joy to everyone around her, Hannah is such a
pleasure. Crawling, working on pulling to stand and cruising, Hannah
is gaining skills and learning new things every day. Hannah loves to
explore and get into whatever she can get her hands on. She is brave,
silly, expresses herself, and loves her family and her baby dolls. Since
shortly after birth, Hannah has been receiving services (both virtually
and in-person) with a Developmental Specialist with the support of
the team as needed. Hannah is such a pleasure and a highlight to
everyone’s day.
Lindsey Deering, Developmental Specialist

Meet Dax
It is my pleasure to introduce Dax. He is a fun-loving, almost 3 year old boy who
loves to explore the world with his family. Dax has received occupational and
speech early intervention services through our program, since October of 2020.
Initially, Dax’s family had concerns about Dax’s eating. As they moved through
this concern, it was noted that he was not communicating as he should be for his
age and communication services were started. Dax has become like a sponge,
soaking up and learning things quickly in the last year. As he is approaching his
3rd birthday, his mother, Rachel reflected on what he was doing just prior to his
2nd birthday. She stated that he had very few words, they were working hard on
eye contact, and encouraging Dax to play longer with his family. He is now talking
and interacting with family throughout the day. Dax is “singing” songs, initiating
play with his family and he gets excited when family and friends come over. Dax’s
family has provided intervention, working it into their daily routine and has
included extended family so that Dax is surrounded by people who are providing
what he needs to continue on his journey into the next stage of his life.
Rhonda Gingerich, Speech Language Pathologist

Meet Sophie

I find great joy in introducing Sophie who started with us
at 19 months old! When we first met her, she was very
over-reactive to sensory input, hated being dressed, did
not play well with her others, cried to communicate and
liked to be by herself. She played little with toys except
she loved to activate and look at lighted toys. She
received early intervention occupational therapy services
to focus on improving her sensory processing,
engagement, and daily routines. Fast forward to today.
Sophie is doing better and although she has some
challenges with daily routines, dressing is no longer
Photo courtesy of Pea Pod Photographystudio.
stressful and she has blossomed! She is engaged and
joyfully plays with Dad.
Communication was also challenging. We tried many ways to help her communicate including pictures,
imitation of sounds/words, and sign language but nothing seemed to work. Sophie rarely used her voice
for sounds or even emotion. After discussion as a team including Dad and Mom, we determined that the
best communication was her own! She uses tons of gestures and her parents were coached to label these
gestures. Sophie is so happy now and is giggling and laughing out loud! Dad and Mom understand her
and she is able to get what she needs and wants. She has recently added pointing to her communication
skills and we are all very excited when she imitates Dad’s silly sounds. In embracing how Sophie
communicates, she became not only happier, but she has become a joyful, gleeful little girl who wants
Mom, Dad, and her brother to play with her and her toys, especially her new doll. I am so thankful for Dad
and Mom who were willing and happy to embark on joining Sophie’s unique, individual way of
communicating! Here is to celebrating ALL forms of communication!
Kathryn Natzke, Occupational Therapist

Autism Services

The PLAY Project (Play Language for Autistic Youngsters)
is an evidence-based developmental intervention for
families of young children with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD). PLAY empowers parents to engage their child in
play to build their skills and relationships. FCBDD has two
EI Staff trained in the PLAY Project. PLAY continued for
families even when it was done via Zoom.

Service & Support
Administration
The Service and Support Administrator (SSA) works as an individual’s case
manager, helping with a variety of services including:

SSA Staff, Susan Dorrington, Shannon Keiser,
Sandy Wyse and Leann Swingle-Spears,
wearing cardigans for Kindness Day.

Assisting with accessing available resources for individuals, their families/guardians and caregivers
Developing and monitoring the implementation of an Individual Service Plan (ISP)
Service coordination to link individuals to appropriate educational, vocational or residential supports
24-hour crisis intervention
Eligibility for services through the Fulton County Board of Developmental Disabilities is first determined
through our intake process. Once an individual is determined eligible, Service and Support Administration
(SSA) services can be requested.
We have 10 staff in the SSA department, that includes SSAs, SSA Coordinator
and Supervisor. Our staff are currently assisting approximately 264 individuals.

SSA Staff, Shannon Keiser, Sandy Wyse and Jessica
Douglass, volunteering at Christmas Cheer.

2021

By the Numbers
360
OVER

Lives touched last year

PROCESSED

17

Referrals for children over age 3 and adults

11 Were eligible for services

MORE THAN

90

Received Residential Services

INDIVIDUALS
OVER

75

Individuals Served
by Age Group*
Birth to 3: 44
Age 3 to 5: 71
Age 6 to 22: 105

Age 23 to 50: 105

Participated in Fulton County Special Olympics

ATHLETES

Age 51 & over: 37
*As of 12/31/2021

Special Olympics

By the middle of 2021, athletes were able to participate in some inperson activities. Activities began with a "Summer Games-Reimagined"
experience. Athletes dusted off their skills, for football toss, basketball
free throwing, volleyball, putting on greens, sprint races and much
more. Athletes concluded 2021 with basketball season, enjoying every
minute of it. Go Fulton County Jaguars!

Age 6 to 22: 105
Age 23 to 50: 105
Age 23 to 50: 105
Age 51 and over: 37
Age 51 and over: 37

Community Employment
Meet Austin
Austin started his job search with Northwest Employment Services (NWES) in
November of 2019. He was so eager and excited to work. He accepted a few
jobs early on that he soon came to realize were not the jobs for him. Austin
and job coach Rachel Lange were persistent though, and in August of 2021,
Austin was hired at Archbold Furniture. He loves his job, is always eager to go
to work and he doesn’t even mind getting up early! In his job, Austin assists
with the final assembly of the products; a job he mastered quickly. Because of
the time that Rachel spent with Austin, listening and helping to determine his
wants and needs, AND because of Austin’s dedication and hard work, Austin
has found the perfect job. Way to go Austin and Congratulations!
Shannon Keiser, Service & Support Administrator

Community Employment
IN 2020 WE HAD 27 INDIVIDUALS THAT WERE COMMUNITY EMPLOYED
IT'S 2022 AND WE NOW HAVE 37 INDIVIDUALS WORKING IN THE COMMUNITY.

Advocacy
Meet Phil
In 2020 and 2022, Phil attended the Synergy conference at Kalahari learning
about self-advocacy. Phil enjoys this conference so much he considers it a
vacation! When Phil was asked what his favorite part of the Synergy
Conference was, he said that he enjoys the forums. He said that his favorite
forum was one done by law enforcement as he enjoyed hearing how police
officers train to work with many different types of people. He also enjoyed
learning about Stable accounts (a way to save money), and all of the benefits
this account offers.
Of course, when not in forums, Phil also said he enjoys going down to the
pools, the hot tub, and going out to eat. He liked the other fun activities of
Synergy including dancing, listening to someone play the Blues on their
guitar and building a dry spaghetti noodle tower with a group of new friends.
When he was asked if he would recommend others going to Synergy, Phil
said he would encourage everyone to go because he feels that the
information you get is “invaluable. It increases the quality of life and it is just a
lot of fun!”
Shannon Keiser, Service & Support Coordinator

Always loved, forever missed, never forgotten
The Fulton County Board of Developmental Disabilities would like to extend condolences to the
families of the individuals who passed away in 2021.
Each one of these individuals lives were cut too short; but we are thankful for each of them and
the special gifts they brought to all of us who knew them.
Cindy Brownson, age 63, graduated from Good Samaritan School and later
worked at Quadco and Triangular Processing. Cindy was very proud of her work
and would gleam when her supervisors talked about the quality and quantity of
work that she did. She was involved with the Sunshine Community for many years
and later with The Filling Home. Cindy was full of spunk and loved working and
spending time with her friends. Cindy had a beautiful smile and was very proud of
her family who meant so much to her.
Shannan Drewes, age 45, lived in Delta and Wauseon all of her life. Shannan
graduated from Pettisville High School and worked for several years at Walmart.
She enjoyed working on crafts and was very talented at cross-stitch. She was a
very caring person who had a heart for others. She never focused on her needs
but was always concerned for others. Due to some health issues, Shannan
entered the nursing home at a young age but miraculously found the love of her
life there. She and her companion Gary were able to having a wedding ceremony
at the nursing home and they spent her last years together.
Theresa Edwards, age 58, lived most of her life in Delta and Wauseon. Theresa
worked at Quadco and Triangular Processing but work was never a priority for
Theresa. She preferred to fill her days with other activities. Theresa loved
spending time with her family and especially loved celebrating the holidays!
Theresa was always up for an adventure and was a joy to be around. Theresa
loved giving and receiving hugs! She liked decorating her home with scary
Halloween decorations and decorating her home for Christmas. She loved music
and enjoyed being a member of The Delta Church of Christ. Theresa was happiest
when surrounded by her many family members.
Nicholas Johnson, age 23, lived all of his life in Delta with his family. Nick
graduated from Wauseon Schools and attended Four County Work Transition
Program. Nick loved life and it was so apparent as his smile would light up a room
when he walked in. Nick enjoyed Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, loved old cars, but
most importantly, he loved his family and friends. Nick had been attending We Are
Limitless Program and loved all the activities that he was able to participate in with
his friends. He also participated in Special Olympics bowling. He was very proud
of his job at Arby’s in Wauseon. Nick loved this job and his coworkers and
managers loved him too.
James Griffin, age 52 lived in Delta and worked forTriangular Processing for 31
years. Jim loved being outdoors and his favorite hobbies were fishing,
motorcycling and riding dirt bikes. He also was a big Ohio State fan. Jim enjoyed
volunteering at The Fulton County Fair for the past 15 years. Jim was best known
for his huge heart; always willing to help others wherever he could.

FCBDD

support for the community

Throughout the year, FCBDD hosted and attended
events, these are some of the memories.
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support by the community
Special Olympics Su
mmer Games Reimag
ined

Delivering
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Donations

Staff at Fulton Co. Festival of Trees

Thank you-True North Church!

Supporting Providers in 2021

Feeling gratitude
and not expressing it
is like wrapping a
present and not
giving it.
William Arthur Ward

Operating Expenditures and
Revenue
2021 Expenditures-$3,595,274
Contract
Services 5%

Other Direct
Service 2%

Administrative 10%

Building & Grounds 4%

Medicaid
Match 37%

Early
Intervention 21%

Contracted Adult Services
Day & Transportation 1%

Service & Support
Administration 20%

2021 Revenues -$5,326,284
Other Local 12%

Federal Revenue 14%

Local Levy 74%

EMERGENCIES
FCBDD provides 24-hour on-call services for the
purpose of addressing crisis or emergency situations.
The individual’s Service & Support Administrator (SSA)
will address any crisis or emergency situation that
occurs during normal work hours. However, when a
crisis or an emergency situation occurs after 4:00 p.m.
on weekdays or on weekends, “A Renewed Mind”
should be contacted at 1-800-468-4357. Assistance is
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. A Renewed
Mind will contact the Board’s on-call staff.
*Note: An emergency is defined as any situation that may
threaten the life or well-being of an individual with DD.
Examples of emergencies include: the death of an
individual or their primary caregiver; serious injury or
illness (that requires hospitalization) to an individual or
their primary caregiver; sudden homelessness of an
individual with DD; the involvement of an individual with
DD with law enforcement officials, or alleged abuse or
neglect.

RIGHTS OF PERSONS
WITH DD
FCBDD is required to annually provide each of the
individuals it serves with a copy of the Rights of
Persons with DD. This is typically done at each
individual’s annual planning meeting. A copy of the Bill
of Rights is available to any interested person upon
request.

ADMINISTRATIVE
RESOLUTION OF
COMPLAINTS
All individuals who receive or apply for
services from the FCBDD are entitled to have
their complaints heard and responded to in
accordance with the FCBDD Administrative
Resolution of Complaints policy. This policy is
available to anyone interested, upon request.
To request a copy of this policy, or any other
Board policy or procedure, contact us by
calling 419-337-4575 or by visiting us at 1210
N. Ottokee St. in Wauseon.

ABUSE OR NEGLECT MAJOR
UNUSUAL INCIDENT
FCBDD is required by state law to investigate
any instance of alleged or suspected abuse or
neglect, misappropriation of personal funds,
and other incidents defined by the Ohio
Department of DD as Major Unusual Incidents
(MUIs). MUI investigations are conducted by
contracted Investigative Agents. Children
Services and/or law enforcement officials are
involved as appropriate. All FCBDD staff and
board members are required to report any
observed, reported, or suspected instances of
abuse or neglect, or violation of human rights.

To request a copy of the Rights, contact us by calling
419-337-4575 or by visiting us at 1210 N. Ottokee St.
in Wauseon.

Report Abuse or Neglect
1-866-313-6733
Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities
www.dodd.ohio.gov
800-617-6733

Report Fraud related to DD Services
614-466-6670
reportfraud@dodd.ohio.gov
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CHERYL!
Cheryl Kohls retired from FCBDD
in January, 2022.
At their January Board Meeting,
Board President, Mike Oricko,
shared a resolution of the Board,
commending Cheryl Kohls for over
30 years of serving children and
their families.

