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Erik and Shawn Celebrate 5 Years of Employment at Sauder’s
Shannon Keiser, SSA and Chrstina Seiler, SSA
Erik McAtee has worked for five years at Sauder’s Distribution Center and when asked, he said
that “the best part about working at Sauder’s is his co-workers.” Erik said that they are a fun
group to work with, especially his friend Matt, who he hit it off with right away. Erik also shared
that working is important to him as it helps him to be responsible and take care of things like
paying his bills and buying groceries. Erik’s supervisor Brian said he is pleased with Erik’s performance stating that Erik does well working on the line, is on time each day, and is a good worker.
Brenda from Partners in Employment shared that “Erik has a great work ethic! He works hard,
pays attention to detail and gets along with everyone at work”.

Erik with his 5 year plaque.

Erik and Shawn with their co-workers.

Shawn Summers began working at the Distribution Center in May of 2016 and has been enjoying his job ever since. When asked about his favorite thing about working for Sauder’s, Shawn
says that he feels like his co-workers are family and he especially likes talking to his co-worker
Vern. Shawn said that “his job is important to him so that he can make money to pay bills, go
on vacations and even buy new tennis shoes.” Brian Short, his supervisor said of him: “Shawn
is a hard worker, dependable and always conscientious about doing a good job. Shawn is fun to
work with and gets along with all of his co-workers”. Brian also shared that he enjoyed joking
around with Shawn about his love for Ohio State.
Great job Shawn and Erik. Sounds like you have a good start on the next five years!

Shawn with his 5 year plaque.

From the Superintendent
As I type this on a sunny, humid June day, I am reflective of where we were a few short months ago and where we are
today. I think of last summer compared to this summer. I think of what we all have gone through and see that light at
the end of the tunnel.
As you can see from our cover article on Erik and Shawn celebrating five years of employment, some continued on,
despite the challenges. We were happy to see all who were able to celebrate graduations in person this year. Currently,
Fulton County Special Olympics is moving back to in-person activities. After missing out on so much, athletes, families,
coaches and volunteers enjoyed coming back together for the Summer Games Reimagined held in June right here in
Fulton County.
While we are moving back to more ‘normal’ ways, we will continue to be careful and cautious. We are now doing home
visits with early intervention families as well as visiting people in their homes and at their day programs. At the same
time, we continue to have those who choose a remote visit or even a combination of both remote and in-person as we
now know both ways work well.
I believe that we have learned much during this past year and we are committed to incorporating what we have learned
as we continue forward. We will continue to move towards the end of that tunnel; looking towards both the old and
new paths we can travel.

Beth Friess

Superintendent
(419)337-4575
bfriess@fultoncountyoh.com

Congratulations 2021 Graduates!
The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams. —Eleanor Roosevelt

Braydon

Addy

Zion

Summer Fun!

Summer is in full swing and one of the best times for some fun toddler activities. Let’s get outside and play! Whether
your little ones like to swing, slide, swim, or get messy, here are some fun activities that can bring even more fun,
excitement, and learning opportunities into your day.
•

Water Play for toddlers is a favorite. Not only is water play a great sensory activity but
it also keeps little ones cool and has endless possibilities. There is no right or wrong way
to play. You don’t need anything fancy. Just filling up anything (safely of course) is fun.
Ideas include plastic containers, a water table; adding in some blocks or sponges into the
mix, using small nets to fish out the toys, or adding some soapy bubbles adds an extra
element. The choices are truly unlimited and always a sure
way to have a good time.

•

Summer Sensory Bins – What better time to do some
messy play than when your little ones are outside and out of
the house. Through sand and water or even adding some ice
to add a different element to the experience. Use some sifters, shovels or sponges, or try burying small blocks or other
toys into the sand and having your toddlers dig them out
using their hands or the tools. The options are endless!

•

Cloud Dough – Almost like sand but not as gritty, cloud
dough is easy to make, store, and reuse. All you need is plain
flour (about 8 cups) and cooking oil (olive oil or vegetable
oil) about 1 cup. Using cooking oil is a safe alternative to
other options, as we know toddlers will put just about anything in their mouths. You can
always halve the recipe if you don’t want as much on hand.
o

Place the flour and oil in a container

o

Mix together (You can use a spoon but it is best to get in there with your hands.
Your toddler can be a great help with mixing it all up).

o

Add some food color and your done.

o

Keep in a sealed container to store for reuse.

Let’s Play!!

Family Support Services Program
Family Support Services (FSS) is a program that provides monetary
assistance to eligible families caring for an individual with
developmental disabilities in their home.
Any request for assistance must relate directly to an individual’s
disability and often requires a professional recommendation.
Individuals must be determined Board eligible prior to determining
eligibility for FSS. Your Service Coordinator or SSA can check your
eligibility status and guide you through each step of the eligibility
process. Individuals do not have to be receiving any other county
board services to receive FSS.
Families have used FSS funds on a variety of qualifying expenses. Some expenses in the past have included: specialty
equipment, special dietary needs, respite care and mileage to and from medical specialist appointments.
Families can contact their Service Coordinator, SSA or Ann Martin, 419-337-4575 with questions or to request an
application.
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