
ñWhat is the quality of life if not for optionsò 

When I came to work at the 

FCBDD there were two events that 

stood out for me; the TP Employee 

Recognition Dinner and the TP 

Christmas Party. Both of these 

events were for the clients to cele-

brate and recognize their accom-

plishments for the year. I noticed 

that each client seemed to be hon-

ored by these traditions many of us 

have taken for granted. This year was 

no different. The clients enjoyed 

even the preparations for the Annual 

Christmas party. Each client gave 

extra help cleaning and decorating. 

When I asked the clients about 

this party this is what they had to say:  

Maria M stated, òIt was great, music 

was the best.ó Jeremy W. said, òI 

liked getting the shirt with TP on 

itñI like working here,ó Luke T. 

remarked, òWe could have it all the 

time,ó and Mark St. shared, òIt was 

spectacular! How we celebrate and 

the way we have our little party to 

share and just have fun.ó 

So as the quote says above by 

Harlan Miller it would be nice to put 

some of that spirit in jars to open 

every month.  

A special thank you to the 

American Legion Post 265 for their 

financial support for the Christmas 

party and to Gene Sugg for donating 

his time to provide the music. 

Kathy Stockham 

Vocational Services Director 

An Abundance of  Holiday Spirit 
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On December 15th, we were fortunate that we were able to recognize Bob and Karen Cordrey  

(pictured at right) for their many years of service to the Fulton County Board of DD. Bob is 

our longest serving board member with 19 years of service. Karen served on the Fulton County 

ARC Board and ran their Bike-a-Thon for several years, was a founding member of the Trian-

gular Processing Board, signing as the incorporator in the late 90õs and moved from there to 

her recent term on the 169 Board.  We cannot say THANKS loudly enough for their 30+ years  

of service to Fulton County, its citizens with developmental disabilities and their families. 

Board Recognizes òThe Cordreyõsó for Over 30 Years of Service 

I wish we could put up some of the Christmas spirit in jars and open a jar of it every month. ~Harlan Miller 

Joel admiring the Christmas gift he received. 

Enjoying the holiday party with co-workers and 

friends. 

Donna and Melissa having a wonderful time at the 

party. 



HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

I am hoping this newsletter finds you well. And 
warm! As I write this column, a month before you 
will read it, it is very snowy and cold outside, children are preparing 
for the arrival of that Jolly Old Man and many are unfortunately 
worried about our local, state and federal economy. As of today, 
the Board is fortunate that we are not looking at reductions in ser-
vices or staff at the present time. 

During the past few months, the Board has been reviewing 
their mission in serving Fulton County. I am happy to share that a 
new Mission Statement, Core Values, and Guiding Principles as well 
as our 2009 Annual Plan have been adopted to help us as we pro-
vide services to many in Fulton County. The board members, man-
agement team and staff all worked together to develop the guiding 
principles that we will follow as strive to meet our mission. While 
the annual plan is too long to print here, I would like to share the 
rest of what has been adopted. 
Mission Statement: To support people with disabilities and their 
families to achieve what is important to them; to work, live, learn, 
play and participate as equal citizens in their communities. 
Core Values: Lead with integrity, accountability and fiscal responsi-
bility with teamwork and respect. 
Guiding Principles: With integrity, through open communication 
and active listening, we will maintain a staff who work well together 
to provide quality services. 

We will support families by treating them as we would wish to 
be treated. 
We will be responsive to our stakeholders by providing open 
honest environments in which we provide services. 
We will work cooperatively within our agency and with other 
community agencies to insure quality services are available for 
individuals and their families. 
Through trust and honesty, to develop and inspire a culture in 
which we appreciate and value the people that we serve, their 
families and our staff. 
To develop and maintain services to meet needs across the life-
span, providing opportunities that allow individuals to develop 
to their potential. 
To communicate with the community regarding our programs, 
services and the abilities of those we serve. 
As we move through 2009, we plan, as a board and a staff, to 

hold our annual plan and these statements close as we provide ser-
vices each day, as we face the issues brought on by the problems 
with the economy and as we plan for the programs and services of 
the future. 
 
Beth 
 

*For a copy of the 2009 Annual Plan, please contact Reva Eisaman at reisaman@fultoncountyoh.com  or 
Beth Friess at bfriess@fultoncountyoh.com or either one by phone at (419) 337-4575. 

From the Superintendent 
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The Down Syndrome Support Group is meeting 

the second Tuesday of every month from 6:30 to 

8:30 pm. The group will meet at the Boardõs main 

office at 1210 N. Ottokee St. in Wauseon. Child-

care will be provided. For more information or 

questions, contact Mary Johnson at 419-822-9139. 

Down Syndrome Support Group 

Would you like to receive the Options via email? If 

so please contact Ann Martin at 419-337-4575 x 

384 or email her at amartin@fultoncountyoh.com 

with your name and email address. If you would 

like to removed from the mailing list, please con-

tact Ann and have your information removed from 

the mailing list.  

Newsletter Available Via Email 

Basketball is underway with 

our games being held at 

Delta Elementary School on 

Tuesdays and practices at 

Pet t isv i l le  Miss ionary 

Church. We want to give a 

big ôThank Youõ to these facilities for all of their 

help. The Mancinoõs Fundraiser raised us almost 

$500.00.  The athletes had a great time helping 

serve the food and cleaning up. 

We have our annual Polar Plunge fundraiser 

on February 7th in the cold waters of Lake Erie. 

The 2009 Polar Bear Plunges are to benefit Special 

Olympics Ohio will be held statewide January 26 - 

March 8, 2009. If anyone is willing to help Special 

Olympics by being a sponsor or daring to jump in 

the cold waters of Lake Erie, let Tara Meyer know 

by January 15th to receive more information.  

Her number is 337-4575 ext. 394. You donõt 

have to have your whole body all the way in, so 

donõt let it scare you away!! 

Special Olympics Basketball  
and  

2009 Polar Plunge 

mailto:reisaman@fultoncountyoh.com
mailto:bfriess@fultoncountyoh.com


The 4th Sibshop met in October. 

As has been typical, we had a great 

turn out and many repeat Sibs! Meet-

ing in October, we had fun using the 

Halloween theme in all the activities. 

We painted pumpkins, played òGift of 

the Mummyó, òZombie Tagó and had 

wheel chair races. For snacks, the Sibs 

made Mummy pizza, spider cupcakes 

and frosted pumpkin cookies. All in 

all, I think this was our best Sibshop 

so far. The Sibs that attended had a lot 

of fun!  

For those of you not familiar with 

Sibshops, they are not therapy, but 

their effect may be therapeutic for 

some children.  

Sibshops are lively celebrations of 
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Parent Support Group 

Meeting dates and times have been set for the Parent Support Group. Our pur-

pose is to meet and share information on how we can make our familiesõ lives easier 

while supporting one another through tears, laughter and friendship.  

Marchñtopic and date to be announced; 

April 21st 6:30pm to 8:00pm Aric Bidwell M.S. Social Service Supervisor from 

Fulton County Job and Family Services will be educating parents on how to 

protect their children with special needs from being abused. Families will be 

learning signs and ôred flagsõ with their children who may not be able to com-

municate or understand how to protect themselves. 

May 19th 6:30pm to 8:00pm Guardianship and Special Needs Trust Funds with 

Gary Wise 

Daycare will be provided if you call ahead to ensure adequate supervision. Par-

ents, an RSVP is a vital and courteous requirement to give our speakers. Please RSVP 

to the events you will be attending. 

the many contributions made by the 

brothers and sisters of kids with spe-

cial needs. They acknowledge that 

being the brother or sister of a person 

with special needs is for some a good 

thing, others a not-so-good thing, and 

for many somewhere in between. 

They reflect the belief that brothers 

and sisters have much to offer one 

another, if they are given the chance. 

Sibshops are offered to Sibs 8 to 14 

years of age.  

We would love to have older Sibs 

as role models to add to the experi-

ence. Our next Sibshop is Saturday 

February 21st, please call for details!  

Upcoming Sibshop dates 

Saturday February 21, 2009 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Saturday June 20, 2009 

9:00am-12:00pm 

 

RSVPõs are required! 

Please Contact: 

Leann Swingle-Spears, SSA 

419.337.0021 ext 778; 

lswingle-spears@fultoncountyoh.com;  

Kristie Humbert , Children Services 

Director 419.337.4575 ext 379; 

khumbert@fultoncountyoh.com. 

TRIANGULAR  

PROCESSING, INC. 

SPECIALIZING  IN : 

 

·Document Destruction 

·Assembly        ·Collating 

·Fabrication     ·Packaging 

·Recycling        ·Shredding 

·Commercial Janitorial Services 

If you would like information on 

how our company can help your 

company, please call Larry Restivo 

at 419-337-9640. 

C  A  L  A  M  I  T  Y    D  A  Y    P  R  O  C  E  D  U  R  E  

WEATHER DELAYS and CANCELLATIONS will be announced on the following Radio 

and TV Stations: 

WMTR-Archbold 96.1 FM WNDH-Napoleon 103.1 FM 

WDFM-Defiance 98.1 FM  WSPD-Toledo 1370 AM 

+ òClear Channeló Stations: WTOL-Toledo Channel 11-TV & WTVG Channel 13-TV 

2 Hour Delay:     0-2 Program cancelled for the morning 

If the only tool you have 

is a hammer, 

you tend to see every 

problem as a nail. 



òThank youó to our dedicated 

VOLUNTEER  

Board Members: 

2009 FCBDD Executive Board 

Members 

Penny Earl, President 

Ken Baumgartner, Vice President 

Marle Weber, Secretary 

Tim Coll 

Shirley Colon 

Susan Dominique 

Leonard Ducat 

NonProfit Board Members 

Steve Colon 

Vicki Ernst 

Manette Seady 

Steve Webster 

Paul zumFelde 

Non-Profit Org. 
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FEBRUARY 

7  Polar Plunge at Cedar Point 

9 Board Meeting, 6 pm 

10 Down Syndrome Support Group, 6:30-

8:30 pm 

16 Board Closed, Presidents Day 

21 SibShop, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 

MARCH 

10 Down Syndrome Support Group, 6:30-

8:30 pm 

16 Board Meeting, 6 pm 

19 Board Closed, Staff In-service Day 

APRIL  

10 Board Closed, Good Friday 

14 Down Syndrome Support Group, 6:30 - 

8:30 pm 

20 Board Meeting, 7 pm 

21 Parent Support Group Meeting, 6:30 pm -

8:00 pm 

FCBDD Calendar 

Phone: 419-337-4575 

Fax: 419-335-3082 

www.fultoncountyoh.com/board_dd 

Fulton County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities  

ñOptionsò 
A quarterly newsletter of the Fulton County Board of Develop-

mental Disabilities. The Options is available to view on our web-

site, www.fultoncountyoh.com/board_dd. 

To be considered for publication, articles must be submitted by 

the deadlines listed below. Circulation is currently 850. 

Special thanks to the employees at Triangular Processing, Inc. for their able assistance in preparing 

this publication for mailing. 

Issue                      Deadline 

Winter                    January 1 

Spring                          April 1 

Annual Report              July 1 

Fall                         October 1 

Mission Statement: To support people with disabilities and their families to achieve what is important to 
them; to work, live, learn, play and participate as equal citizens in their communities. 


