
“What is  the qual i ty of  l i fe i f  not  for opt ions”  

As a parent, you are your 

childõs first teacher. You help your 

child develop reading skills when 

you do everyday things. Many 

things you do throughout the day 

promote reading such as reading a 

book or magazine, or writing a gro-

cery list. By singing lullabies, saying 

nursery rhymes, and reading to 

your child at an early age, you are 

helping them to become interested 

in books. Many things you are al-

ready doing help your child to be-

come interested in reading. When 

you ask your child to point to and 

name body parts or objects, you are 

helping your child to learn about 

language. When you read stories to 

your child using a silly voice, you 

are making reading fun. Making 

reading part of your daily routine 

will help your child to develop a 

love of reading. Many parents al-

ready do this by reading before 

bedtime, after dinner, or after clean

-up time on a regular basis. 

We use a variety of activities in 

our Early Childhood program that 

encourage reading. Whether itõs in 

the class or on a home visit, books 

will be involved in some way. 

Board books are great for young 

children because they usually have 

one picture on each page to match 

a single word and hard pages make 

it easy for small hands to turn. Cir-

cle time is a regular part of the day 

that the kids look forward to. They 

get to sing songs and choose finger 

plays. During this time, they are 

hearing different sounds and rhym-

ing words and having fun. Reading 

together allows the children to 

point to pictures and identify them. 

Many books we use have colorful 

pictures and even funny sounds. 

You Are Your Childõs First Teacher 

We congratulate Georgia Poling on her 

success at her employment. She has been 

employed as a Porter, by HMS Host 

(Turnpike Plaza) for approximately 2 years. 

She receives Supported Employment 

through her Level 1 Waiver (Follow Along) 

and this is provided by Partners in Employ-

ment. 

Recently Georgia received a 100% on a 

Mystery Shop. Someone from the Corpora-

tion goes into the plaza and monitors the 

work that an associate is doing. Georgia re-

ceived a letter from Thomas Travis (General 

Manager) and in it he stated that, òé

Because of associates like yourself our 

guests are provided with the best service 

possible, ò5 Star Serviceóé.Attached you 

will find a 100% pin which you may attach 

to your hat or uniform. This pin shows all 

that see it, that you have what it takes to 

provide the best service possible...Our goal 

is 5 Star Service to each and every guest, 

each and every time. With associates like you 

we will achieve that goal.ó 

Congratulations Georgia, on a job well 

done and keep up the great work! 
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SUCCESSé.. When doors open- WE succeed  

This was the theme for Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, 2008 and I think it says 

so much about the things we do and how we do them each and every day. Each day finds us looking 

for open doors; that we can find our success on the other side. 

Each of us find success in our own wayséthe homecoming of a child who was born prema-

turely at 1 ½ pounds; the child with cerebral palsy who takes her first steps alone; the little boy who 

reads his first book; the player who makes the winning shot at the basketball game; the young man 

who gets a paycheck from his first òreal jobó; and young adults moving out on their own.   

For some of us, the path to success may seem to be a crooked one. I think that success is not 

always an end result but the journey that we take to get there. Robert Collier says that òsuccess is the 

sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day outó. We must continue to take the road less traveled, 

move through that door that has been opened for us and find our success each day. We have to rec-

ognize that the road to success is always under construction, and as Havelock Ellis said, òIt is on our 

failures that we base a new and different and better successó. Find the open door and step through. 

Beth Friess 

From the Superintendent 

Eventful Winter for Special Olympics 

The Special Olympics have been very busy these last couple of 
months. With a freezing jump into Lake Erie on February 9th, to a great 
Basketball season that ended on March 7th with the Henry County Home-
coming. Bowling season is half way done at the Swanton Sports Center 
which has a great turn out. The AMVET Bowl is April 19th which is our 
qualifier for state. 

We are looking forward to Track and Volleyball starting in April with 
lots of athletes signed up already, and to Spring Games at The University 
of Toledo on May 10th and Summer Games in Columbus on June 27th-
29th. 

Our Recreation Nights at the Board are underway with a great turn-
out for the Movie Night. We watched òNight at the Museumó while en-
joying pizza and cookies. About 30 people attended and had a fantastic 
time!! 

For more information on being a participant or volunteer, contact Tara Short at 

419-337-0021 x781 or email her at tshort@fultoncountyoh.com 
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4th ANNUAL  
FAMILY  

The 4th Annual Family 

Picnic will be held on 

Tuesday, June 3, at 

Homecoming Park, in 

Wauseon. 

5-6 pm:  Picnic 

6-7 pm:  Music & Fun 

RSVP by May 23rd 
to Tara 337-0021 ext 

781 

Mark your calendars now! 

Parent Support Group is coming to an end for the sum-

mer. We will be starting up again in the fall. We encour-

age anyone who has any topic or speaker ideas to con-

tact us so we can include your thoughts in the upcoming 

meetings. We enjoy having the opportunity to serve as a 

support for you and your family. Thank you for sharing 

your lives with us. 

Summer Break for PSG 

May 13 
6:00 pm  

St Casperõs Church 
Wauseon OH 

RSVP to Reva at  
419-337-4575 by May 8th 

Tr iangular  Process ing 
Apprec ia t ion Dinner  

Thank you  
This past year has been the most difficult time of 

my life. I thank all of you so much for your prayers, 

cards, and support during Jim's illness and passing. 

Friends like you are hard to find in this world. Again, 

thank you and God bless you. Your continued prayers 

are welcome as I try and face life without my beloved 

husband. Love in ChristñPat Riebesel 
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May 1st  3-5pm  

May 2nd 3-7 pm 

Great gifts for:  

Motherõs Day 

Fatherõs Day 

Graduation 

Nurses Week 

Teacherõs Day 

Hanging flower baskets are 

available. 

FCBDD, 1210 N. Ottokee St,  

Wauseon OH 

REACH Spring 

Craft Sale  

TRIANGULAR  

PROCESSING, INC. 

SPECIALIZING  IN : 

·Document Destruction 

·Assembly        ·Collating 

·Fabrication     ·Packaging 

·Recycling        ·Shredding 

·Commercial Janitorial Services 

If you would like information on 

how our company can help your 

company, please call Larry Restivo at 

419-337-9640. 

C  A  L  A  M  I  T  Y    D  A  Y    P  R  O  C  E  D  U  R  E  

WEATHER DELAYS and CANCELLATIONS will be announced on the following Radio and TV Stations:

 WMTR-Archbold 96.1 FM  WNDH-Napoleon 103.1 FM 

 WDFM-Defiance 98.1 FM  WSPD-Toledo 1370 AM 

 + òClear Channeló Stations: WTOL-Toledo Channel 11-TV & WTVG Channel 13-TV 

2 Hour Delay:     0-2 Program cancelled for the morning 

Seniorsõ òSpring Flingó a Memorable Day 

The Senior Program has 
been busy this past month 
with various activities. We 
traveled to Spangler Candy 
Company in Bryan. And 
upon arrival, we set off on a 
guided tour aboard their new 
trolley. It was a wonderful 
tour, but we could have done 
without the required hair-
nets! Afterwards, we visited 
the company store, rich with 
pictures of the companyõs 
history. We were able to 
shop for some novelties and 
especially enjoyed the sample 
candies! 

We hosted a ôSpring 
Flingõ networking group 
event this month. Network-
ing began as a way to inter-
act with senior programs 
from our surrounding coun-
ties. Presently four county 
programs participate as well 
as Filling Memorial Home in 
Napoleon. A big ôthank youõ 
goes out to Gene Sugg who 
provided the music for our 
Spring Fling. In addition, 
ôthank youõ to our own sen-
iors and staff who baked 6 
dozen shamrock cookies to 
share. Approximately 60 
people joined as we danced 

the morning away. Net-
working is a great op-
portunity for our seniors 
to see old friends and 
make new ones. 

We look forward to 
April as we plan to visit 
the Toledo Art Museum, 
The Filling Home in 
Napoleon and frequent a 
certain well-loved res-
taurant in town! Are you 
listening, John Weber? We 
love our outing; but are al-
ways glad to be back at the 
Senior House, our home 
away from home. 

June Sib Shop Scheduled 
Leann Swingle-Spears, SSA; 337-0021x 778; lswingle

-spears@fultoncountyoh.com 

Kristie Humbert, Children Services Director;      337

-4575 x 379; khumbert@fultoncountyoh.com  

Katie Delgado, Early Childhood Coordinator;     337

-4575 x376; kdelgado@fultoncountyoh.com 

The FCBDD Sib Shop held in February was 

a great success! A heartfelt ôthank youõ to our 

encouraging older Sib, Chris Mason, who joined 

us as essential support to the kids. Thank you 

parents for sharing your children with us! 

The workshop focused on having fun and 

meeting other kids who have siblings with special 

needs. We made subs, played games, and showed 

off our creative side by decorating T-Shirts.  

The feedback was so positive we have sched-

uled another Sib Shop on June 28th. Please come 

join in the fun! If you are an 8 to 14 year old sib 

that has a sibling with a disability and would like 

to have fun give us a call!  

Any older Sib who is comfortable with com-

ing to mentor and have fun with our Sibs is 

greatly appreciated. 

Sib Shop is scheduled for Saturday June 28th 

2008 from 9:00-12:00. RSVP by June 21st; with a 

required Emergency Medical Form to hold your 

childõs place since parents will not be on premises. 



òThank youó to our dedicated 

VOLUNTEER  

Board Members: 

2008 FCBDD Executive Board 

Members 

¶Penny Earl, President 

¶Ken Baumgartner, Vice President 

¶Karen Cordrey, Secretary 

¶Tim Coll 

¶Susan Dominique 

¶Marle Weber 

¶Leonard Ducat 

NonProfit Board Members 

¶Shirley Colon 

¶Jennifer Durbin 

¶Joann Pinkava 

¶Jerry Matheny 

¶Manette Seady 

Our Goal: 
For people with disabilities to utilize 

natural supports to fully participate in 

their community all day, every day. 

Non-Profit Org. 
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MAY 

1-2 REACH Spring Craft Sale 

13  TP Appreciation Dinner 

13 Down Syndrome Support Group 

(childcare available) 

19 Board Meeting, 7 pm 

26  Board Closed, Memorial Day 

27-30 No Early Childhood Program 

 

 

JUNE  

2  Early Childhood Workday 

3  Annual Family Picnic 

6 Board Closed, Staff In-service Day 

10 Down Syndrome Support Group     

Picnic at Delta Park 

16 Board Meeting, 7pm 

28 Sib Shop, 9am-12pm 

JULY 

4 Board Closed, Independence Day 

21 Board Meeting, 7 pm 

FCBDD Calendar 

Phone: 419-337-4575 

Fax: 419-335-3082 

Fulton County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities 

ñOptionsò 
A quarterly newsletter of the Fulton County Board of Developmental Disabilities 

To be considered for publication, articles must be submitted by the deadlines listed 

below. Circulation is currently 850. 

Special thanks to the employees at Triangular Processing, Inc. for their able assis-

tance in preparing this publication for mailing. 

Issue                      Deadline 

Winter                    January 1 

Spring                          April 1 

Annual Report              July 1 

Fall                         October 1 


